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29 February 2008                                                                                                                      BG/4/08
CENTRICA/BRITISH GAS PENSIONS
UNISON’s POSITION
All UNISON members employed by Centrica/British Gas can be sure that UNISON will fight to protect employees’ pension rights. As members will be well aware the consultation period on the company’s proposals will end this week. The early indications are that almost all the responses from members have been against the proposals. UNISON now expects the company to take full account of this outcome and to drop their existing plans. 

UNISON has made it clear all along that while we recognise that the status quo is not sustainable, we want to discuss with the company a way forward that will lead to a better pension provision for staff – both existing and future. It is clear to anyone who cares to look that the company’s proposals are a step backwards rather than a move forwards.

The present situation is that until the company decides what its next steps are no-one knows what faces them. UNISON does not want to engage in speculation or shadow boxing. However if the company is foolish enough to press ahead with their misplaced plans then they can expect an unprecedented reaction from UNISON and its members. 

UNISON will not stand by and allow the company to attack our member’s pensions. Nothing is ruled out in defending members’ interests.
The national UNISON team from both BGE and BGS will be meeting once the company’s position is clear and decisions will then be taken on our next steps. 

Members can be sure that they will be fully involved in any decisions taken about the direction to be taken by UNISON. That’s real trade union democracy!
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