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BRITISH GAS SERVICES L8 PAY 2009
LATEST NEWS

The previous newsletter BG/14/08, informed you of the settlement reached for BG Energy members for an increase of 4.1% and also of the strings attached to a similar offer to BG Services.

UNISON has been in further discussions with Services management in an effort to resolve the concerns we had over how new starters from 1st January 2009 would be treated.

Members will recall that the main problem was that the increase would not apply to new starters until they had been assessed as being fully competent.  Based on feedback from UNISON representatives it was clear that the treatment of new starters during their probationary period has been far from satisfactory and in too many cases managers were not placing staff on the correct spot salary for anything between 6 and 9 months or longer.  This was why UNISON expressed such strong concerns about the strings attached to the offer.

However following further discussions progress has been made. Management have agreed that although all L8 staff newly appointed from 1st January will be placed on the existing salary point they will normally be progressed to the correct spot salary after 6 months service.  It will only be withheld if there is clear evidence of misconduct or incapability.
Moreover UNISON has secured an agreement to jointly review the probationary arrangements for new staff to improve the treatment of such staff during their first 6 months of service.

Given the higher level of certainty secured for newly appointed staff and the agreement to a joint review of the arrangements for new starters, UNISON has agreed that the 4.1% increase can apply to all existing L8 staff in BG Services from 1st January 2009.
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